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As an important carrier of human’s soul, the country always plays an important 
role in literature. However, in the history of modern Chinese novels, the narrative of 
country had an extraordinary status and almost accompany of the history. It was often 
seen as an allegory of China, an mirror of the spirit of Chinese, or a home of Chinese 
intellectuals. It is a saying that if somebody knows the spirit of the narrative of 
country in Chinese novels, he can understand the history of Chinese modern novels, 
and even the history of Chinese hearts. 
The country which had been used in the Chinese Vanguard novels was often not 
an actual country, it’s more like a strategy of narrative. The writers of the school of 
Chinese Vanguard used this strategy to express their thought of the world and 
mankind. Because of their new strategy and device, the novels of Chinese Vanguard 
have once become the most modern novels in Chinese literature. But Chinese 
Vanguard stopped its pace in the country because of the enchantment of the country. 
While China encountered his reformations and became surge, many writers of 
Chinese Vanguard, besides Yu Hua and Su Tong, kept themselves at a distance of 
Chinese reality. They once made their mind to turn around from the country and face 
the reality of China, but, at the end, they were enchanted by the country. As a result, 
the flag of Vanguard was taken by the writers of later generation that were more open. 
It is a new idea of this dissertation that the author analyzes the transmutation of 
1990s’ Chinese Vanguard novels through the strategy of country. And the author 
analyzes this transmutation between two powers: modern Chinese writers’ dreams of 
recreate new country and the enchantment of the old country. In order to simplify the 
analysis, the author takes Yu Hua and Su Tong as his examples. And of course, there 
are many other writers analyzed in his dissertation. 
The first chapter is a preface. The author discusses the origination of Chinese 
Vanguard. he suggests that the difference between Chinese Vanguard and Vanguards 
in other countries is the characteristic of Chinese Vanguard, to construct 
modernization. And he discusses the reason why he chose the strategy of country as a 















The name of chapter two is ‘the Dream of Recreate and the Enchantment of 
Country: Two Components of Force in Chinese Novels’ Country Narration’. In 
chapter two, the author concentrates on the two tendencies of modern Chinese 
literature. The seeking of modernization makes Chinese writers full of the dreams of 
recreate the country, however, the enchantment of country makes them indulge in it 
unconsciously. 
The author names the third chapter the Strategy of Turn Around. And he 
describes the strategy which has been used in Chinese Vanguard novels how to turn 
around from traditional country narration to modern narration. The author focuses on 
the changing of narrative locus, which is described as follow: moving from the 
country to the joint of the cities and the countries, or so far to the core of modern 
cities. The change of narrative structure is a change in essence, however it 
deconstructed itself into a strategy. Maybe it make Chinese Vanguard abandon their 
enthusiasm with the city and indulge in the country. 
In chapter four, the author analyzes the vestige of enchantment of country in 
Chinese Vanguard novels. Although Chinese Vanguard writers have made their minds 
to turn around, they were enchanted by the country and couldn’t help revealing their 
feelings. 
In chapter five, the author argues that there is serious Anxiety of Influence 
among Chinese Vanguard writes. Since they want to escape from this anxiety and find 
their position, Chinese Vanguard writers take Chinese country as their characteristic. 
In chapter six, named as Aphasia and Withdraw, the author concentrates on the 
concrete appearances of Chinese Vanguard’s withdraw from vanguard and their 
aphasia in modern Chinese reality. The author acclaims four appearances: withdraw in 
time and space, change in narration, deficiency in thought, vacillation in position. 
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